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Letter of Interest Form
All applicants MUST use this form to apply

Development Innovation Ventures (DIV) aims to find and support breakthrough solutions to the world's most important development challenges.  DIV seeks applications that have ideas for addressing development challenges more effectively and more cheaply.  If you have a great idea, please submit a Letter of Interest (LOI) to DIV using this form.  Citations should be provided whenever possible, and assumptions used to generate estimates should be clearly explained.  Please submit the final LOI to DIVApplications@usaid.gov.  Once you submit a LOI, it will undergo a competitive review and if successful, we will ask you to submit a full application.  

For additional information about DIV, examples of great projects that we support, and our application process and timeline, please visit DIV’s website at http://www.usaid.gov/div/.  Please carefully review our Annual Program Statement available on our website before submitting your LOI.


I. Eligibility Checklist 

DIV welcomes applications from many types of organizations including foundations, U.S. and non-U.S. non-governmental organizations (NGOs), faith-based organizations, U.S. and non-U.S. private businesses, business and trade associations, international organizations, U.S. and non-U.S. colleges and universities (public and private), civic groups, regional organizations, etc.

Applicants must meet the following minimum requirements (check all that apply):

	[bookmark: Check1]|_|
	Applicant is a legally recognized organizational entity under applicable law.


	|_|
	Applicant’s activities take place in the countries for which USAID provides assistance.  If the project covers other countries, the DIV grant can only be used for activities in USAID presence countries.


	|_|
	Applicant is not an organization from a country that is ineligible for assistance under the Foreign Assistance Act, as amended, or related appropriations acts.




II. Organization Information

A. Organization legal name:  	     

B. Organization type (please select from dropdown menu):   
If ‘Other’, please specify: 	     

C. Organization address:

	Street Address
	     

	City:
	     

	State/Region:
	     

	Zip/Postal Code:
	     

	Country:
	     



D. Contact information:
	Primary point of contact
	Secondary point of contact

	Name: 		     
	Name: 		     

	Title: 		     
	Title: 		     

	Telephone: 	     
	Telephone: 	     

	E-mail: 		     
	E-mail: 		     



III. Overview Information

A. [bookmark: IIA]Project title:       

B. DIV stage (please select from dropdown menu):  

C. [bookmark: IVB]Which of the following best describes the sector your innovation addresses? (please select from dropdown menu)  
[bookmark: Text1]If ‘Other’, please specify:	     

D. Partner organizations:  		     
E. [bookmark: IIC]Total funding requested (USD): 	     
F. Proposed cost share (USD): 	     
G. [bookmark: IIF]Country/countries where the project will take place:       
H. [bookmark: IIG]Expected duration of project activities (months):    
I. Has the applicant ever received USAID funding in the past?  
J. Has the applicant received USG funding for this or a similar project?  


IV. Project Information

A. Development Challenge and Your Solution 
What development challenge are you addressing?  What solution are you proposing?  What is the magnitude of this challenge in the proposed country of implementation, as well as globally (include relevant statistics)?  What about this particular solution gives it the potential to significantly impact the development challenge in a way that has not been feasible before?  If applicable, describe previous experiences implementing or testing the solution and any evidence of successful development impact.  Please provide relevant data and citations in support of your statements.    (1/2 page limit) 

     

B. Objectives and Anticipated Results
What are your objectives and the anticipated results for the proposed level of DIV funding support?  How would DIV support help you meet your goals for the innovative solution?  (1/2 page limit)

      

C. Potential Impact & Scale 
What is the possible magnitude of impact your proposed solution could have on the stated development challenge, both in the country described above and globally (include relevant statistics)?  Who and how many will the solution directly impact?  Who and how many will the solution indirectly impact?  Provide a definition of direct and indirect “beneficiary” as it relates to your project’s potential impact, and explain your methodology for calculating the anticipated number of beneficiaries.  What is the maximum level of scale your innovation could reach in the long-term, both in the country described above and globally?  What are possible avenues for scale up over the next 3 – 10 years?  (1/2 page limit)

     

Provide the most appropriate estimate of who the solution will directly and indirectly affect. 

	
	Direct
	Indirect

	Now?
	     
	     

	In 3 years?
	     
	     

	In 5 years?
	     
	     

	In 10 years?
	     
	     




D. Competitive Landscape 
What are existing common practices or competing solutions that seek to address the same development challenge as your innovative solution?  What makes your solution more appealing to public and/or private sector stakeholders in comparison with these alternatives?  Describe the cost-effectiveness of your innovation including the difference in estimated cost/per development outcome for your innovative solution and that of competing solutions or existing practices.  If your solution is a completely new idea or does not have market competition, explain why you believe it is likely to generate or maintain interest from the public and/or private sector, including cost considerations.  (1/2 page limit)

     

E. Measuring Success 
Briefly, how do you propose to evaluate the development impact of your solutions and how will you generate relevant implementation lessons?  Approaches to evaluation will vary by solution, but evaluation plans for both public and private sector solutions should include steps to measure the social impacts in some way and to evaluate the potential impact and scale and cost-effectiveness assumptions provided above.  How is your evaluation structured to inform future scale up?  (1/2 page limit)

     

F. People
Describe the composition of the project team, including partner organizations (if any), that will be responsible for implementing the proposed project.  Explain how the project team possesses the skills and experience necessary to achieve the proposed objectives.  (1/2 page limit)

     
   

V. Submission
Please email your completed LOI in MS Word or compatible format to DIVApplications@usaid.gov. Please do not send any additional attachments or information.  Once you've submitted your LOI, you will receive a confirmation that we have received it.  Your LOI will undergo a competitive review and if successful, we will ask you to submit a full application.  Please carefully review our Annual Program Statement available at http://www.usaid.gov/div/ before submitting your LOI.  
By submitting this LOI, your organization is certifying that the answers to the questions are accurate to the full extent of your organization’s knowledge.      
	     
	     

	Name of authorized representative 	
	Date



For additional information about DIV, examples of great projects that we support, and our application process and timelines, please visit our website at http://www.usaid.gov/div/.
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