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Romi Bhatia is Senior Advisor for Diaspora Partnerships in the Office of
Innovation and Development Alliances/Global Partnerships Division
(IDEA/GP). He is part of the core team that is helping to drive the Agen-
cy’s implementation of the Diaspora Engagement Action Plan. He focuses
on creating partnerships and developing programs that engage Diaspora
organizations in the United States in order to achieve development objec-
tives of the Agency.

Prior to joining the Agency, Mr. Bhatia spent six years at Microfinance In-
ternational Corporation managing their partnerships with microfinance in-
stitutions (MFIs) in Latin America. He launched and later managed several
programs for Latin American immigrants in the U.S. that sought to channel
remittances for home improvement and small and medium enterprise
(SME) development in their country of origin.

Since 2009, Mr. Bhatia has been an adjunct faculty member at The
George Washington University School of Business where he has taught
microfinance courses to first-year MBA students. Prior to moving to Wash-
ington, D.C. in 2004, Mr. Bhatia consulted for the UNDP in Trinidad and
Tobago and did his Fulbright research with Swayam Krishi Sangam (SKS)
on the use of smart card technology for enhancing the lending operations
of MFls.

He holds a M.A. in International Affairs with a concentration on Internation-
al Finance and Business from Columbia University’s School of Internation-
al and Public Affairs and a B.A. in Political Science and Economics from
UC Berkeley. Mr. Bhatia is fluent in Punjabi and Spanish and has working
knowledge of German and Hindi.



